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Notices:

NEWSLETTER MATERIAL DUE: by the 25th of the month for the next month’s edition.  Send by email to 
ellsworthca@netins.net or Ellsworth Community Association, PO Box 272, Ellsworth, Ia 50075. Subscribe/
unsubscribe by email: send your request to ellsworthca@netins.net.

Opinions expressed in the Ellsworth Newsletter are those of the writers and are not necessarily those of the 
Ellsworth Community Association or the editor.

Ellsworth Meals: Contact Linda Clark 515-297-3012 if you wish to have the noon meal delivered.  
Delivery Monday thru Friday, no holidays.  Each meal $5.00


Community Coffee - Tuesdays 9:30-?.  Trinity Lutheran Church, Ellsworth.  Everyone welcome.

Lord’s Cupboard: Bethesda Lutheran Church, Jewell, 1st Monday 1:00-2:00, 5:00-6:30, other Mondays 5:00-6:30.
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Danny  Anderson 1st

Hallie VanLangen 9th

Heidi Eckers 10th

Scott George 15th

Isiah Hired 15th

Staci Kuhfus 16th

Jan Thompson 16th

Rob Evans 23rd

Pat Hill 25th

Robert Caudle 26th

Justin Thompson 28th

Cheri VanLangen 28th

Tryvin Laube 31st

Marjorie Peterson, the daughter of Perry and Nellie Peterson of Ellsworth, was raised in the Ellsworth 
area. She graduated from Ellsworth High School in 1940. Marjorie then attended Iowa State 
Teachers College in Cedar Falls. During World War II, she enlisted in the Women’s Army Corps (WAC) 
and served for 18 months before completing her college education at the University of Iowa.

Marjorie moved to New York City and became a successful model, her photographs frequently 
appearing in fashion magazines. During a holiday vacation in Paris, she decided to return and settle 
there. She quickly became one of the most renowned models in Paris, modeling coats, suits, 
dresses, and gowns for the legendary designer “Coco” Chanel.

Marjorie married Christopher Perret, an American writer and painter of French descent. Together, 
they had two daughters, Esme and Phoebe. Later in life, Marjorie returned to live in Iowa and passed 
away at Bethany Manor in Story City.

Editor’s note: During my senior year in high school, the play director fell ill and was unable to direct 
our play. Marjorie’s nephew, Jerry Pearson, who was in my class, suggested that his aunt take on 
the role of Class of 1956 Senior Class Play director. She graciously accepted the responsibility and 
collaborated with one of her classmates, Vedonna Knutson Wieber, as co-director. This class had an 
unparalleled time learning their parts and putting on a play.


```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````

REMEMBERING THE PAST:  Paris Model, Marjorie Peterson
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Ellsworth Community Association (ECA)


Meeting Minutes


December 2, 2025

Meeting called to order by Ashely Platte, President, at 6:10 PM.


Roll call: Ashley Platte, Linda Clark, Brittany Williams and Marcy Olson.


Minutes and treasure report approval: Motion Brittany, seconded Linda.


Public form: None Present


Tree in little park: We discussed planting a “christmas” tree in the little park by city hall to 
decorate so we didn’t have to plant one every year. Motion made by Brittany, seconded by 
Linda. Roll call vote 3-0, motion approved. Ashley will present to council.


Christmas on Main-decorations: Ashley is going to try to get out there Friday to get the tree 
up and lit, depending on snow.


Christmas at the Fire Station/Santa: Santa will be there at 5:00. Marcy will be with and 
helping Santa. Darlene and Ashley will be helping the kids with decorating cookies.


Santa Letter’s: We need to write back to the kids that sent a letter. Marcy will deliver to the 
kids in Ellsworth, the rest will be mailed.


Christmas Baskets: Shopping on Sunday. Putting together on Tuesday.


Christmas Bonus for Lori: We discussed a Christmas bonus for Lori. Brittany made a motion 
to give Lori a Christmas bonus for $200. Seconded by Marcy. Roll call vote 2-0, Linda 
abstained. Motion carried.


Christmas Lighting Contest: Judge will be here sometime from Dec 14th-20th. No need to 
sign up. First place will be $75, second $50 and third $25. Winner will be announced on the 
20th.


Dug Outs at Ellsworth Ball Diamond Sponsorship: Ashley brought up that the improvements 
to the dugouts at the ball diamond was discussed at the last city council meeting. We 
discussed donating some money towards it. Lind made a motion to donation $2000 to the 
dugout fund, Brittany seconded. Roll call vote 3-0. Motion carried.


Trivia Night: Brittany talked to someone about doing a Trivia night in February. It would cost 
$100. We decided February 20th, with the 27th as a snow date. Ashley will take it to council.


Comments: Marcy had brought up her annual fundraiser for people with special needs.  She is 
collecting donations until December 20th. We will be advertising it on our facebook page.


Adjournment: Motion Brittany, seconded by Marcy.  Meeting adjourned at 7:16.
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                      JANUARY 2026

UPCOMING EVENTS 
.  BASE Exercise Group – Meets 10:15 – 10:45am EVERY FRIDAY


.  Story Time for Children ages 0 to 5 is every Thursday at 10am till 11 am.  We read stories, sing 
songs, create a craft and have a snack. 


. LIBRARY HOURS FOR THE NEW YEARS HOLIDAY: The library will close at 3 pm December 31, 2025 
– CLOSED JANUARY 1, 2026.


.  THE LIBRARY HAS NEW LIBRARY HOURS: Monday 12 – 7pm, Tuesday 12 –5pm, Wednesdays 12 – 
5pm, Thursday 10 –5pm Friday Closed, Saturday 9 - 1pm


LIBRARY BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD JAN 8,2025 from 5:30pm to 6:30 pm. (open to the public).


. We have many new books available for checkout in children’s, adults, and junior fiction. Come take a 
peek you wouldn’t regret it.


.  Young(ish) ADULT BOOK CLUB WILL BE HELD ON JAN 26,2026 at 6pm.


More details about programming will be available on our website ellsworth.lib.ia.us/events.


WHAT IS LIBBY? 

Libby is a free app where you can enjoy eBooks, digital audiobooks, and magazines from Ellsworth 
Public Library. You can stream titles with Wi-Fi or mobile data, or download them for offline use and 
read anytime, anywhere.  All you need to get started is a library card.


You can also access Libby in a web browser at lippyapp.com


LOGGING INTO LIBBY


. Download the app on the App Store or Google Play.


. Select “YES” you do have a library card.


. Click “I’ll search for a library”.


. Type in Ellsworth and select Ellsworth Public Library.


. Click “Sign in with my card’.


. Type in your library card number.  Example: 2002500006997.


. Your password is the primary phone number associated with your account.  There will be NO 
DASHES or area code 515 in your password.


. EXAMPLE: Phone number is 515-836-4852, your password is 8364852. Or if your phone number is 
555-836-4852, your password would be 5558364852.


This is a great resource for reading materials without having to step into the library.  


HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
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The Ellsworth City Council met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall on November 25, 2025, with 
Mayor Yager presiding, and the following council members present: Phipps, Funk, Olson, Holden, Sogard. 
Also in attendance were Jessica Lowe with the Ellsworth Farmer’s Market, and public works staff Nick 
Vanlangen and Lee Knickerbocker.


November Receipts November Disbursements


General Fund  	 	        1000.93 	 	 	 9530.05

Road Use Fund 	 	 	 0.00 	 	 	 3972.82

Employee Benefit Fund 	 	 0.00 	 	 	   406.08

Emergency Fund	 	 	  0.00 	 	 	      0.00

Local Option Sales Tax Fund 		 0.00 	 	 	      0.00

Tax Increment Finance Area 1 	 0.00 	 	 	      0.00

Tax Increment Finance 1 Amend 	 0.00 	 	 	      0.00

Bingo Fund 	 	 	 	 0.00 	 	 	 5141.58

Debt Service Fund 	 	 	 0.00 	 	 	      0.00

Capital Project-Strm Water 	 	 0.00 	 	 	      0.00

Capital Project-Water Tower 		 0.00 	 	 	 1650.00

Water Fund 	 	 	      24455.67 	 	           11105.87

Water Sinking Fund 	 	 	 0.00 	 	 	      0.00

Sewer Fund 	 	 	      6467.39 	 	            6482.50

Electric Fund 	 	 	    46629.74 	 	          62783.23

Electric Sinking Fund 		 	 0.00 	 	 	      0.00

Storm Water Fund 	 	       3029.06 	 	 	     0.00

Storm Water Sinking 		 	 0.00 	 	 	      0.00

_____________________________________

	 	 	 	   $81582.79 	 	      $101072.13


AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Sogard, seconded by Olson to approve the agenda. Roll call votes 5-0. 
Motion carried.


CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Sogard, seconded by Funk to approve the following items listed on the 
consent agenda:


a. Motion to approve November 10, 2025 council minutes.

b. Motion to approve November 25, 2025 payment of claims.

c. Motion to approve one-time annual SRF Storm Water Interest payment of $10,937.50.

d. Motion to approve TIF Indebtedness Certification for FY26.

e. Motion to approve FY 24/25 Urban Renewal Report.

f. Motion to approve FY 25 DOT Street Finance Report.

g. Motion to approve FY 24/25 Annual Finance Report.

Roll call votes 5-0. Motion carried and claims hereby made a portion of these minutes.

Council Minutes continued on page 7


NOVEMBER 25TH COUNCIL MEETING
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PUBLIC FORUM: None Present


LIBRARY BOARD APPOINTMENT: Mayor Yager appointed Kris Groth for the open position on the 
Ellsworth Library Board.


ELLSWORTH FARMERS MARKET – COMMUNITY CENTER DECEMBER 13 USAGE: Jessice Lowe was 
present to ask if the city would allow an indoor market in the community center from 10am to 1pm on 
December 13th. Motion by Sogard and second by Olson to allow usage with set up access Friday night, 
waiving of rental fee, for the December 13 eventfrom 10am to 1pm. Roll call votes 5-0. Motion carried.


ECA: NONE PRESENT


LIBRARY: Clerk Eckers updated council that an email correspondence was received from Library 
Director Roxann Boyce,on November 22nd the part time Library staff Laura Donaldson resigned.


FIRE/EMS: NONE PRESENT


COUNCIL MINUTES/CLAIMS CITY OF ELLSWORTH November 25, 2025


PUBLIC WORKS: A. door quotes for concession stand at ball field. Motion by Phipps and second by 
Funk to approve door quote from Commercial Construction Products Co. not to include enamel paint for 
the amount of $4180. Roll call votes 5-0. Motion carried. Councilman Phipps and Public Works 
Supervisor Vanlangen discussed potential timeline for the new covered dugout project at the ball field. 
Both will reach out to potential sponsors to fund the estimated $12,000 project.


CITY HALL UPDATE: Clerk Eckers updated Council on progress concerning Comp Plan from the ISU 
College of Design, the students will be presenting a draft of the 10-year land use plan at the first council 
meeting in December. Clerk Eckers has been working with MIDAS, Ellsworth’s Council of Government on 
pursuing LMI status for CDBG Grant eligibility as a potential funding source for the water tower project.


ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Yager called for adjournment. Motion by Funk and seconded by Olson to 
adjourn. Roll call votes 5-0. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:39 pm.


/s/ Dolorus Yager, Mayor

/s/ Heidi Eckers, City Clerk
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Ellsworth Historical Museum
The Ellsworth Historical Museum has recently been 
painted and new flooring installed.  All articles have 
been inventoried and recorded.  As Administrator I 
would like to train a volunteer to take over my 
responsibilities.  Needed is computer knowledge 
(MAC laptop provided) plus the ability to work with 
persons researching local history, keeping 
Ellsworth happenings up-to-date, and recording in 
the proper books.  Please contact Janet Adix at 
ellshismuseum@netins.net if you would like to get 
more information or apply.
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The Ellsworth City Council met in regular session at 6:08 p.m. at City Hall on December 8, 2025, 
with Mayor Pro-Tem Funk presiding, and the following council members present: Phipps, Olson, 
Sogard arriving at 7pm, and Holden arriving at 6:20pm. Also in attendance were Brian 
Zimmerman, Ashley Platte, Barry Anksorus, Ottie Maxey, Carla Hasstedt with MIDAS, students 
from ISU College of Design Kenzi Carrigan, Natasha Moreno, Calysa McManus, Adam Shelley, 
Carly Lincoln, Lawren Neal, Cooper Gibsen, Tyrique, Brody Gordon, and their instructor Julie 
Robison.


AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Olson, seconded by Phipps to approve the agenda. Roll call 
votes 3-0. Motion carried.


CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Olson, seconded by Phipps to approve the following items listed on the consent agenda:

a. Motion to approve November 25, 2025 council minutes.

b. Motion to approve December 8, 2025 payment of claims.

c. Motion to approve Itron meter reading annual subscription renewal.

d. Motion to approve annual cemetery contributions, Greenwood $625, and Homewood $2750.

Roll call votes 3-0. Motion carried, and claims hereby made a portion of these minutes.


PUBLIC FORUM: None Present


ISU COLLEGE OF DESIGN – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PRESENTATION: Students from ISU 
College of Design have been working on a 10-year land use and development plan for the City of 
Ellsworth during their fall semester. Students presented their recommendations based on survey 
work, community planning sessions, polling, and data-based research. The core priorities 
include: improving infrastructure, maintaining housing and cost-of-living affordability, 
strengthening community connections, increasing civic engagement, continuing to prioritize 
family-oriented living, supporting parks and recreation, encouraging sustainable growth, and 
focusing on safety and long-term livability. The printed and completed Comp Plan will be hosted 
on the city website after mid-January, and copies will remain in City Hall for reference. This 
Comp Plan can be used for context and visioning, including as a roadmap for decision-making 
and capital improvement planning.


MIDAS LMI SURVEY FOR CDBG GRANT APPLICATION: Carla Hasstedt with MIDAS was 
present to discuss with Council the roles and process for Council-led survey work in Ellsworth. 
Carla discussed the specific structure, number of randomly selected households, and questions 
that will be addressed in the survey. The goal will be to divide up the list of required survey 
households among the Council and have the survey work completed by the end of January.


LIBRARY: NONE PRESENT


FIRE/EMS: NONE PRESENT


Council Minutes continued on page 9


DECEMBER 8TH CITY COUNCIL MEETING



Volume 41 Issue 1 January, 2026

￼9

ECA: Ashley Platte was present to ask the Council if the ECA could plant a live evergreen tree in 
the pocket park next to City Hall. The Council discussed the new Comp Plan, including a 
redesign of that space, and that everyone should review the renderings before deciding whether 
an evergreen would fit in the space. Ashley as the Council if the ECA could host a Trivia Night 
event in the Community Center on February 20th with a weather-related back-up date of 
February 27th. This event would include hiring a licensed bar/wine vendor to serve at the Trivia 
Night. Motion by Olson and second by Holden to approve use of the Community Center, 
including a licensed and insured alcohol vendor, for a Trivia night on February 20th or 27th. Roll 
call votes 4-0. Motion carried. Ashley shared with the Council that the ECA decided at their last 
meeting to donate $2000 to help cover the costs of the spring covered dugout project at the 
ballfield. The City isgrateful for the continued support from the ECA for improvement projects. 
Ashley reminded the Council and the  community that this coming Saturday at the fire station, 
there will be a Christmas celebration including the arrival of Santa, cookie decorating, a chili 
supper, and activities for youth from 4:30pm to 7pm.


EMPLOYEE CELL PHONE POLICY: Councilman Phipps discussed the need for employee cell 
phones for both public works employees in addition to the city clerk cell phone. Clerk Eckers 
will find out from Verizon what the cost would be for two additional lines and phones by the 
next Council meeting.


CITY COUNCIL EMAILS: Councilman Phipps discussed the desire to pursue email address for 
each council person and mayor. Clerk Eckers will find out if there is additional cost involved 
through Web Host for additional emails for discussion at the next Council meeting.


ONE TIME PAY INCREASE: Motion by Phipps and second by Olson to approve one time pay 
increases for city staff, including EJS officers as follows:


Nick Vanlangen $250 		 Lee Knickerbocker $250

Heidi Eckers $250 	 	 Kalib Morton $250

Lanz Reed $250 	 	 Roxann Boyce $100

Allen Watts $50 	 	 Terry Painton $50

Marvin Nelson $50

Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried


PUBLIC WORKS: a. Supervisor Vanlangen updated Council on a repair done to the transformer 
pole at IAS with the help of Midland Power today. b. Water plant updates from Supervisor 
Vanlangen included continued troubleshooting of a flowmeter valve that caused alarms at the 
water plant. Supervisor Vanlangen also informed Council that the existing water tower will need 
to be cleaned this spring, and he will get quotes from the company that has done this for the 
City in the past.


Council Minutes continued on page 10
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EMPLOYMENT MATTERS: Council Member Olson moved that the City Council enter into 
closed session pursuant to Iowa Code § 21.5(1)(i) to evaluate personnel performance to 
prevent needless and irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation and that individual has 
requested a closed session.


The motion was seconded by Council Member Phipps.

Roll call vote was taken:

Olson – Aye

Phipps – Aye

Funk – Aye

Holden – Aye

4-0. Motion carried.

Council entered closed session at 8:19pm.

Council returned to open session at 8:55pm.

Motion by Holden and second by Phipps to suspend employee starting immediately, with 
return to work being December 16. This 5-day workday suspension is without pay but with 
continued benefits. Employee cannot be on city property or operate city equipment during 
the time of the suspension and will turn in keys. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.


Motion by Holden and second by Phipps to require the employee to complete a return to 
work plan formulated by Council and Personnel Committee during closed session, including 
specific requirements. This return to work plan needs to be signed by the employee prior to 
returning to work on December 16. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.


WATER TREATMENT CONSULTANT CONTRACT: Councilman Phipps discussed 
conversations he has had recently with DNR officials about the current affidavit operator 
contract. The city will prepare an extended contract by the next Council session, and current 
affidavit operator Alan Hanson will be present to give the Council updates on the current 
status of the water plant.


CITY HALL UPDATES: a. Resolution 12-8-2025 to set annual mileage rate reimbursement of 
.70 cents per mile presented to council. Motion to approve by Phipps and seconded by 
Holden. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried. b. Clerk Eckers updated the Council on the 
intention to meet with department heads by the end of December to begin budget 
planning\for FY27. c. Clerk Eckers invited the Council to the presentation of the RIPPL grant 
award by Ellsworth TelCom and IArea Development Group to the City at 8:15am on 
December 19th at City Hall. d. Oath of Office taken by Brian Phipps for a 4 year term to 
commence January 1, 2026.


ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Pro-Tem Funk called for adjournment. Motion by Olson and 
seconded by Holden to adjourn. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 
9:22 pm.


/s/ William Funk, Mayor Pro-Tem

/s/ Heidi Ecker
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HOMEWOOD CEMETERY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

2025 ANNUAL REPORT

The Homewood Cemetery Improvement Association held seven meetings in 2025 with an average 9 
members present at each meeting.  Jeff Walbaum was the Independent Contractor for maintenance/
mowing.  Veterans flags were placed by HCIA members before Memorial Day and removed after 
Veteran’s Day by Pat Hill and Grandchildren.  Memorial Day services were held at Homewood on 
Memorial Day with Kathy Houck as speaker.


The Association continues to offer Flags and Poles for the Avenue of Flags for sale.  Flag, Pole & 
Plaque engraved with family name on pole - $125.00.  Contact Lisa Hovick 515-290-6845 by May 
1st.


There has been 1 space sold and 10 burials in Homewood Cemetery during 2025:

Phyllis Olson	 	 	 Pamela Hocking	 	 Jeanne Hetland

Michael Kuhfus	 	 Merlyn Evans	 	 	 Shirley Evens

Kathryn Hanson	 	 John Lovell	 	 	 Ruth Peterson

Marlin Sanders


Memorials Given:


Roger Volkman:  Jacquelyn Hill

Merlyn Evans:  Betsi Danielson, Dave & Dawn Hegland, Lindseth/Ostebee Family, Janet Adix

	 	 Donald & Marilyn Kolbe, Dale & Linda Graham, Tom & Helen Ellwood, William & 	 	
	 	 Jacklyn Romp, Kelly Vlahakis, Lonnie & Karen Evans, DeWayne & Cathy Berg, 	 	
	 	 Kevin Bottorff, Jim & Pat Hill, Craig Hill, Jacquelyn Hill, Karl & Judith Greve, 	 	
	 	 Wanda Olson, Harlan & Sheila Schaefer, M E Johnson, Steve & Pam Larson.

Phyllis Olson: Lois Danielson, Tom & Helen Ellwood

Michael Kuhfus:  Betsi Danielson, Janet Adix, Lois Danielson, Dale & Linda Graham, Janet 	 	
	 	 	 Lindseth, Thomas & Helen Ellwood, Debra Senn, Craig Hill, Kuhfus Family

Pamela Hocking:  Debra Senn, Thomas & Helen Ellwood

Jeanne Hetland:  Betsi Danielson, Lindseth/Ostebee Family, Janet Adix, Lois Danielson, Dale 	 	
	 	       & Linda Graham, Harland, & Sheila Schaefer, Lauren & Teresa Olson, Jim & 	 	
	 	      Pat 	 Hill, Karl & Judith Greve, Steve & Tanya Baker, Mark Lunde, Joel & Lisa 	 	
	 	      Hovick, Paul & Mary Hill, Hetland Family, Thomas & Helen Ellwood

John Lovell:	 Jim & Pat Hill, Ostebee/Lindseth Family, Jacquelyn Hill

Dawn Lunde: Jacquelyn Hill

Jeff Hill:  Steve & Pam Larson

Kathryn Hanson:  Lauren & Teresa Olson, Steve & Pam Larson

Ruth Peterson: Lois Danielson, Janet Adix, Ostebee/Lindseth, Jacquelyn Hill, Jim & Pat Hill 
Kevin Stalder:  Jacquelyn Hill

Marlin Sanders:  Jacquelyn Hill, Dave & Dawn Hegland, Ostebee/ Lindseth, Paul & Mary Hill
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ELLSWORTH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP FORM

It is  that  time of  year  again  for  the  annual  Ellsworth Community  Association membership 
renewal.   Dues  are  $20.00  for  single  or  family  memberships.   Send  your  check/cash  to: 
Ellsworth Community Association, PO Box 272, Ellsworth, Iowa.  Please include all 
names of the family, address and phone number.  Thank you for your interest in the Ellsworth 
Community.  Send to:

Ellsworth Community Association 

PO Box 272 

Ellsworth Iowa 50075

 PLEASE  PRINT  CLEARLY  the  following  information  for  our  records: 

Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Addres______________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone (     	 )________________-____________________ 

Cell Phone (	 	 )_______________-____________________ 

E Mail______________________________________________________________________________ 

Fill out if you want to be included on the Birthday/Anniversary calendar: 

__________________First Name_____________Last Name___________________Month / Day  

B________A_________________________________________________________________/______ 

B________A_________________________________________________________________/______ 

B________A_________________________________________________________________/______ 

B________A_________________________________________________________________/______


