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NEWSLETTER MATERIAL DUE: by the 25th of the month for the next month’s edition. Send by email to
ellsworthca@netins.net or Ellsworth Community Association, PO Box 272, Ellsworth, Ia 50075. Subscribe/

unsubscribe by email: send your request to ellsworthca@netins.net.

Opinions expressed in the Ellsworth Newsletter are those of the writers and are not necessarily those of the

Ellsworth Community Association or the editor.

Ellsworth Meals: Contact Linda Clark 515-297-3012 if you wish to have the noon meal delivered.
Delivery Monday thru Friday, no holidays. Each meal $5.00

Community Coffee - Tuesdays 9:30-?. Trinity Lutheran Church, Ellsworth. Everyone welcome.

Lord’s Cupboard: Bethesda Lutheran Church, Jewell, 1st Monday 1:00-2:00, 5:00-6:30, other Mondays 5:00-6:30.
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Birthdays This Mendh,

2nd - Steve Gelder
3rd - Steve Senn

4th - Steve Butler

5th - Alex Davis

5th - Doug VanLangen
6th - Adam Hill

9th - Linda Clark

9th - Mackenzi Busch
9th - Kevin Bottorff
13th - Steve Holt
13th - Mary Kay Rash

15th - Nathan Robinson

15th - Janet Adix

19th - Mathew Hill
20th - Doris Twedt
22nd - Konni VanLangen
22nd - Bob Olson
24th - Fiona Brown
24th - Onika Brown
25th - Joan Kuhfus
27th - Dameon Cook
27th - Marty Danielson
28th - Jacob Tolle

29th - Elijah Henderson

May, 2026

ADNIVERSARIES

5th - LaVonne & Steve Flygstad
12th - Megan & Justin Thompson

27th - Staci & Jason Thompson

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER
MAY 2 - HIGHWAY CLEAN UP
MAY 9 - MOTHER'S DAY BRUNCH
MAY 15 - TRIVIA NIGHT
(to be held every third Friday
of the month)

May 25 - Memorial Day Services

June 27, 28 - Ellsworth
Extravaganza

September 12 - City Garage Sales

November 8 - Annual Soup Supper
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REMEMBERING THE PAST: GREENWOOD CEMETERY

The earliest records of Greenwood Cemetery, dating back to 1893, are in Norwegian. The
arch at the driveway bears the year 1881. Among the oldest marked graves is that of A. D.
Holden Sexe, dated 1877.

On June 10, 1922, the Greenwood Cemetery Association was established. Ed A Reisetter
was elected president, and Jesse A Nelson was elected secretary. On June 30, 1925, the
cemetery was purchased from Trinity Lutheran Church for a mere dollar. Interestingly, history
reveals that Greenwood Cemetery was initially the first site considered by Trinity Lutheran
Church for construction, but it was later decided to build in the City of Ellsworth.

In the southwestern part of the cemetery, there are unmarked graves that are believed to be
Indian graves. This is because there was an Indian trail that crossed the cemetery.



Ellsworth Community Association (ECA)
Meeting Minutes
April 7, 2026
Meeting called to order by Ashely Platte, President, at 6 PM.

Roll call: Ashley Platte, Linda Clark, Brittany Williams, Marcy Olson, and Darlene
Campbell.
Minutes and treasure report approval: Motion Linda, seconded Brittany. Roll call vote
4-0. Motion passed.
Public form: None Present
Easter recap: We had a great turn out. Everyone seemed to like how we did it this year.
Dump Your Junk: Taking fliers door to door on Tuesday.
Highway clean up: Event made on Facebook. Linda will get vest, grabbers and bags.
Meet at the Ellsworth sign that morning.
Mother Day Brunch: Fliers need to be made.

A. Mother's Day Baskets: Marcy will get baskets.
Extravaganza: \We ran through the schedule for the day. Will decided on others next
meeting.
Ball Diamond schedule: Schedule is in the group chat. Need volunteers to sign up for
days.
Review By Laws: Next meeting.
Scholarships: We have 3 scholarships to recipients this year. Ashley will let the council
know who.
Thank you notes: Brittany and Ashley will get them out to people.
Comments: None
Adjournment: Motion Brittany, seconded by Darlene.
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM.
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MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES, MAY 25TH

The Homewood Cemetery Improvement Association is once again organizing the Memorial
Day Services at the Cemetery, May 25th at 11:00 AM. This year, Mark Thompson, a State
Representative and Veteran from Clarion, lowa, will be the speaker.
Pastor Jon Rollefson will serve as the Master of Ceremonies for the day, leading the
attendees through the Invocation, Prayer, Recognition of Veterans Present, and Benediction.
The South Hamilton Music Department will lead the group with the National Anthem and
provide the playing of taps.
The Color Guard will conduct the Salute to Veterans. Notably, there were no new burials of
Veterans at Homewood this year.
Please bring your own chairs. In case of inclement weather, the Services will be moved to
Trinity Lutheran Church.

SERVICES CONDUCTED AT GREENWOOD CEMETERY 9:30
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PPUBLIC I.IBRARY

UPCOMING EVENTS
. BASE Exercise Group — Meets 10:15 - 10:45am EVERY FRIDAY

. (NEW TIME) Story Time for Children ages 0 to 5 is every Thursday at 10:30 am till
11:30 am. We read stories, sing songs, create a craft and have a snack. If you have
a child or children 5 years old or older and would like to join us, they are always
welcome too.

. LIBRARY BOARD TRUSTEE MEETING WILL BE HELD MAY 7, 2026 from 5:30 pm
to 6:30 pm. (open to the public).

. The library will be hosting an event “(Who gets Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate)? on
May 13, 2026 from 2 pm till 3 pm. This event is to help out people to decided what’s
fair for their family, manage conflicts, consider distribution of items, options and
consequences. We will be serving coffee and a treat. Please see the attached flyer
for more details.

. In the month of May, the Ellsworth Public Library will be closed on Monday May 25,
2026 for Memorial Day. We will reopen on Tuesday May 26, 2026 at 12 pm.

. Don’t forget summer reading is approaching very quickly, this year’s theme is
Plant a Seed, Read. Stop into the library and pick up a summer reading
calendar with all the great summer events that the library has planned.

More details about programming will be available on our website ellsworth.lib.ia.us/events.

Resources to Help You Pass on Personal Possessions

E«y Ellsworth Public
- 05.13.26 Library 1549 Dewitt St
2:00-3:00 pm




MARCH 24TH COUNCIL MEETING

The Ellsworth City Council met in regular session at 6:02 pm at City Hall on March 24, 2026, with
Mayor Anksorus presiding, and the following council members present: Funk, Olson, Phipps, and
Jensen. Also in attendance were Brian Zimmerman, Fire Chief Jaysen Evans, Bolton and Menk
engineer Jim Leiding, Library board member Linda Bottorff, Library Director Roxann Boyce, City
Financial Advisor Nate Summers, Nolan Bower, and Kurtis Bower.

AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Olson, seconded by Phipps to approve the agenda. Roll call
votes 4-0. Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Phipps and seconded by Olson to approve the following items
listed on the consent agenda:

Motion to approve March 24, 2026 council minutes.

Motion to approve April 2, 2026 special session council minutes.
Motion to approve April 13th payment of claims.
Motion to approve Maverik Tobacco Permit.

Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried, and claims hereby made a portion of these minutes.

PUBLIC FORUM: Kurtis Bower of Roland, lowa, is running for District 55 state representative. He
was present to introduce himself to the Council, Mayor, community, and city staff.

RESOLUTION TO SET THE DATE FOR HEARING ON PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO A GENERAL
OBLIGATION WATER IMPROVEMENT LOAN AND DISBURSEMENT AGREEMENT AND TO
BORROW MONEY THEREUNDER IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,000,000: City
financial advisor with UMB Bank Nate Summers, presented council with a summary of Ellsworth’s
debt limit and valuation trends, and was present to answer any questions the Council had. Motion
by Phipps and seconded by Olson to approve Resolution 04-13-2026 Resolution to fix a date for a
public hearing on proposal to enter into a General Obligation Water Improvement Loan and
Disbursement Agreement and to borrow money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed
$1,000,000 on May 11, 2026, 6 pm. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE 200,000 GALLON ELEVATED WATER
STORAGE TANK PROJECT: Jim Leiding with Bolton and Menk was present to answer any
questions the Council had concerning the project and to present the bids received at the April 7th
bid letting at City Hall. Motion by Phipps and seconded by Jensen to approve Resolution
04-13-2026(2) awarding contract for the 200,000 Gallon Elevated Water Storage Tank Project to low
bid Phoenix Fabricators in the amount of $2,905,324 and including the alternate amount for a
300,000 Gallon capacity of $178,449. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

LIBRARY: Board member Linda Bottorff and Library Director Roxann Boyce were present to request
a credit card for the library for emergency purchases. Council discussed reservations stemming
from past credit card abuse by previous staff, as well as the need for open communication with the
city clerk regarding planned purchases through the city’s existing tax-exempt accounts. Clerk
Eckers did mention that coding the individual charges coming in off a credit card can be time-
consuming, and preferred the system already in place for getting the library supplies and books they
need. Motion by Funk and seconded by Phipps to allow a probationary credit card with a monthly
limit of $50. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

ECA: No ltems

FIRE/EMS: Fire Chief Jaysen Evans was present to discuss the need for and to provide a quote for
purchasing a new ambulance for the city of Ellsworth’s EMS department. This purchase would be
using funding available through the new tax fund for EMS services. The quote from NCL
Government Capital Lease Servicing Center for a Crestline CCL166 Ford E-Series Ambulance is
$216,313.62, and with a trade-in of the current Ambulance purchase price, would be $208,813.62,
with the first payment due at the end of May 2026. Motion by Phipps and seconded by Olson to
approve the purchase of the new ambulance using levied funds. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.
Council Minutes continued on page 7



PUBLIC WORKS: Public Works Supervisor Vanlangen, affidavit operator Alan Hanson, continue to
work with Wigen’s water and Bolton and Menk to troubleshoot the RO system. The first stage RO
membranes arrived at the water plant today and will be installed by the end of the week. Bolton and
Menk engineer Derek Ten Pas, who was present the last time RO membranes were replaced,
submitted a memorandum recommending that source water be tested at a minimum before
installing any more membranes and turning the RO system on. Vanlangen has been in regular
communication with DNR officials to remain in compliance and ensure appropriate steps are taken
to continue providing safe drinking water to Ellsworth’s residents. Councilman Phipps discussed
with Council that he has researched and discussed a replacement water affidavit operator should
the need arise in the future. Motion by Funk and seconded by Jensen to pursue a meeting with the
current affidavit operator, supervisor Vanlangen, and the proposed new/replacement operator in the
next month. Roll call votes 3-0 with Phipps abstaining.

CITY HALL: a. Clerk Eckers confirmed final meeting with ISU College of Design students involved
in the comprehensive planning process, the city will host lunch with the students on April 22n4 at the
city park shelter house for final review of the document. b. Since the second weather siren has been
installed, there have been complaints that the two sirens haven’t been in sync. Supervisor
Vanlangen will contact the Ellsworth Telephone Cooperative to determine whether there’s a network
issue that can be resolved. c. Clerk Eckers requested that, now that the trees have budded out, a
tree inventory be taken on privately owned dead, diseased, or dangerous trees within city limits.
Mayor Anksorus has been working on a mapping system, and this will be presented at the next
Council meeting. d. Motion by Olson and seconded by Funk to set Public Hearing for FY25/26
Budget Amendment for May 11t 6 pm. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried. e. Nate Summers, City
Financial Advisor, presented the Council with a current pro forma including proposed water rate
structure and rate changes due to the new water tower project, and its financial effect on the city’s
water fund for debt repayment. No actions were taken at this time.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Funk and seconded by Jensen to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 pm. Roll
call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

/s/ Barry Anksorus, Mayor

/s/ Heidi Eckers, City Clerk

APRIL 2ND SPECIAL SESSION COUNCIL MEETING

The Ellsworth City Council met in special session at 8:10 p.m. April 2nd, 2026 at City Hall with Mayor
Pro Tem Funk presiding until Mayor Anksorus arrival at 8:20 pm. The following council present: Funk,
Jensen, Phipps with Olson arriving at 8:20 pm. Absent: Sogard.

RO MEMBRANES, STAGE 1: Supervisor Vanlangen was present to discuss updates on the City water
plant with the Council. Friday March 27 water affidavit operator Alan Hanson, a Bolten and Menk
engineer, City staff Vanlangen, and Knickerbocker, and staff from RO filter supplier Consolidated Sales
were present to replace stage 3 membranes that were delivered that day. The system was cycled and
within a few minutes it became clear the stage 1 filters were clogged. The request for today’s meeting
is to replace the stage 1 filters with the same LG filters installed March 27+. Motion by Jensen and
seconded by Phipps to approve the purchase of 30 stage 1 filters for $13,212 with the installation
being supervised by Wigen Water Technologies staff as well as Alan Hanson and Supervisor Vanlanen.
Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

CONCRETE FLOOR CITY SHED: Supervisor Vanlangen presented the Council with a quote from
Wirth Concrete Construction Inc to help install a drain and pour concrete for the floor of the new City
shed. Motion by Funk and seconded by Jensen to approve the quote from Wirth Concrete in the
amount of $27,400. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Funk and seconded by Jensen to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm. Roll
call votes 4-0. Motion carried



APRIL 13TH SPECIAL SESSION COUNCIL MEETING

The Ellsworth City Council met in special session at 6:00 p.m. April 13n, 2025 at City Hall with
Mayor Anksorus presiding and the following council present: Jensen, Phipps, Olson.
AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Olson, seconded by Jensen to approve the agenda. Roll call votes
3-0. Motion carried.

FY26/27 PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY HEARING: Council set this time for a public hearing
on the FY26/27 Proposed Property Tax Levy. Notice was published March 25, 2026 in The South
Hamilton Record News. Mayor Anksorus declared the hearing open. After giving all present an
opportunity to be heard, Mayor Anksorus closed the hearing. Roll call votes 3-0. Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Anksorus adjourned the meeting at 6:01 p.m.

APRIL 13TH COUNCIL MEETING

The Ellsworth City Council met in regular session at 6:02 pm at City Hall on April 13, 2026, with
Mayor Anksorus presiding, and the following council members present: Funk, Olson, Phipps, and
Jensen. Also in attendance were Brian Zimmerman, Fire Chief Jaysen Evans, Bolton and Menk
engineer Jim Leiding, Library board member Linda Bottorff, Library Director Roxann Boyce, City
Financial Advisor Nate Summers, Nolan Bower, and Kurtis Bower.

AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Olson, seconded by Phipps to approve the agenda. Roll call
votes 4-0. Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Phipps and seconded by Olson to approve the following items
listed on the consent agenda:

Motion to approve March 24, 2026 council minutes.

Motion to approve April 2, 2026 special session council minutes.
Motion to approve April 13t payment of claims.
Motion to approve Maverik Tobacco Permit.

Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried, and claims hereby made a portion of these minutes.

PUBLIC FORUM: Kurtis Bower of Roland, lowa, is running for District 55 state representative. He
was present to introduce himself to the Council, Mayor, community, and city staff.

RESOLUTION TO SET THE DATE FOR HEARING ON PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO A
GENERAL OBLIGATION WATER IMPROVEMENT LOAN AND DISBURSEMENT AGREEMENT
AND TO BORROW MONEY THEREUNDER IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED
$1,000,000: City financial advisor with UMB Bank Nate Summers, presented council with a
summary of Ellsworth’s debt limit and valuation trends, and was present to answer any questions
the Council had. Motion by Phipps and seconded by Olson to approve Resolution 04-13-2026
Resolution to fix a date for a public hearing on proposal to enter into a General Obligation Water
Improvement Loan and Disbursement Agreement and to borrow money thereunder in a principal
amount not to exceed $1,000,000 on May 11, 2026, 6 pm. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE 200,000 GALLON ELEVATED WATER
STORAGE TANK PROJECT: Jim Leiding with Bolton and Menk was present to answer any
questions the Council had concerning the project and to present the bids received at the April 7t
bid letting at City Hall. Motion by Phipps and seconded by Jensen to approve Resolution
04-13-2026(2) awarding contract for the 200,000 Gallon Elevated Water Storage Tank Project to
low bid Phoenix Fabricators in the amount of $2,905,324 and including the alternate amount for a
300,000 Gallon capacity of $178,449. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

Council Minutes continued on page 9



LIBRARY: Board member Linda Bottorff and Library Director Roxann Boyce were present to
request a credit card for the library for emergency purchases. Council discussed reservations
stemming from past credit card abuse by previous staff, as well as the need for open
communication with the city clerk regarding planned purchases through the city’s existing tax-
exempt accounts. Clerk Eckers did mention that coding the individual charges coming in off a
credit card can be time-consuming, and preferred the system already in place for getting the
library supplies and books they need. Motion by Funk and seconded by Phipps to allow a
probationary credit card with a monthly limit of $50. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

ECA: No ltems

FIRE/EMS: Fire Chief Jaysen Evans was present to discuss the need for and to provide a quote
for purchasing a new ambulance for the city of Ellsworth’s EMS department. This purchase
would be using funding available through the new tax fund for EMS services. The quote from
NCL Government Capital Lease Servicing Center for a Crestline CCL166 Ford E-Series
Ambulance is $216,313.62, and with a trade-in of the current Ambulance purchase price, would
be $208,813.62, with the first payment due at the end of May 2026. Motion by Phipps and
seconded by Olson to approve the purchase of the new ambulance using levied funds. Roll call
votes 4-0. Motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS: Public Works Supervisor Vanlangen, affidavit operator Alan Hanson, continue
to work with Wigen’s water and Bolton and Menk to troubleshoot the RO system. The first stage
RO membranes arrived at the water plant today and will be installed by the end of the week.
Bolton and Menk engineer Derek Ten Pas, who was present the last time RO membranes were
replaced, submitted a memorandum recommending that source water be tested at a minimum
before installing any more membranes and turning the RO system on. Vanlangen has been in
regular communication with DNR officials to remain in compliance and ensure appropriate steps
are taken to continue providing safe drinking water to Ellsworth’s residents. Councilman Phipps
discussed with Council that he has researched and discussed a replacement water affidavit
operator should the need arise in the future. Motion by Funk and seconded by Jensen to pursue
a meeting with the current affidavit operator, supervisor Vanlangen, and the proposed new/
replacement operator in the next month. Roll call votes 3-0 with Phipps abstaining.

CITY HALL: a. Clerk Eckers confirmed final meeting with ISU College of Design students
involved in the comprehensive planning process, the city will host lunch with the students on
April 22nd at the city park shelter house for final review of the document. b. Since the second
weather siren has been installed, there have been complaints that the two sirens haven’t been in
sync. Supervisor Vanlangen will contact the Ellsworth Telephone Cooperative to determine
whether there’s a network issue that can be resolved. c. Clerk Eckers requested that, now that
the trees have budded out, a tree inventory be taken on privately owned dead, diseased, or
dangerous trees within city limits. Mayor Anksorus has been working on a mapping system, and
this will be presented at the next Council meeting. d. Motion by Olson and seconded by Funk to
set Public Hearing for FY25/26 Budget Amendment for May 11t 6 pm. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion
carried. e. Nate Summers, City Financial Advisor, presented the Council with a current pro forma
including proposed water rate structure and rate changes due to the new water tower project,
and its financial effect on the city’s water fund for debt repayment. No actions were taken at this
time.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Funk and seconded by Jensen to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 pm.

Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

/s/ Barry Anksorus, Mayor
/s/ Heidi Eckers, City Clerk



2026 Parade Form

Ellsworth Community Association invites you to come celebrate the
Ellsworth Extravaganza on June 27, 2026.

Business/Organization:

Contact Person:
Address:
Day Phone:

Brief Description of Entry:

**Return the top half of this entry form and keep the bottom portion
for your information.
e Please arrive no later than 9:30 AM on the parade day to line up.
e You will be given a number of where to go on the day of the parade.
e For questions call Heidi Nye at 515-451-5494.

Please mail your entry to:

Ellsworth Community Association

PO Box 272 -
Ellsworth, IA 50075



